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Under such treatment there conld be neither self-
respect nor  pride in their profession.     Of their
general behaviour, we may gather some idea from
an  entry  concerning  Lieutenant  Parker  at  this
time.    He was arraigned before the Council for
drinking, brawling with his men, and frequenting
base houses, for which the Council deprived him
of  his  commission;   but  as  he  was  c an  extra-
ordinary person in disciplining (drilling) soldiers/
he was appointed adjutant of the regiment till he
should  give a  specimen of improved behaviour.
When there was fighting to be done, the command
was taken by factors and writers, who were given
temporary commissions as captains, colonels, etc.
Midford, Brown, Cowan, and others we hear of in
command  of troops, were  only soldiers  for  the
occasion.    So far back as 1676 the Directors had
enjoined on their civil servants to acquire a know-
ledge of military discipline, that in the event of
any sudden attack they might bear arms.    Clive
was  far from being the first  of the Company's
servants to lay down the pen for the sword, but
he was the first to do so permanently.

The inferior quality of the Company's officers
through the first half of the century is reflected